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kf_.ll . Parliament of 'Irulia)

I has Boen provided in Article 29 of the constitution that there shall be a Parliament for
the Union which shall consist of the President and two Houses. Most modern Legislatures
are Hicameral The Indian Parliament, the Union Legislature also has two Houses. The Upper
House is called the Councl of States or the Rajya Sabha and the Lower House 15 ,“.“E’d e
House of the People or the Lok Sabha Rajya Sabha is a permanent HoUSE and {1 &6 Reves
dissolved or non-existent., Lok Sabha, unless sooner dissolved, shall continue for a 1Erm of
five vears. i,e it is formed for five years.

[LOK SABHA PRESIDENT | RATYA SABHA
Clected— 550 Elecied— 238
Mopunated- 2 Mominated-12

i e
SPEANER IT SESSION CHAIRMAN

g£.11.1. Qualification for hMembership of Parliament.

Article §<4 of the Constitution provides that a person shall not be qualified 10 be chosen
io Bl a seat in the Rajva Sabha unless he is a citizen of India and he is not less than thirty
years of ag2. He is also 10 possess such other qualification as may be prescribed by Parliament.

A person shall not be qualified 1o be choscn 1o fill a seat in the Lok Sabha unless he is
a citizen of India and he is not less than Iwenty five years of age. He will also have 1o possess
such other qualifications as may be prescribed by Parliament.

§.11.2. Disqualification for me mbership

(i) No person shall be member of both the Houses of Parliament al a time. No person shall
be & member of any of the Houses of Parliament and a member of any Siate Legislature at
a time. Alter getting elected he chall submit his resignation from any one House or State
Legistature as the case may be.

lii} A person shall be disqualified for membership of Parliament if he holds any office of
profit under the government or if he is of unsound mind, or if he is an insolvent.,

{iii) If a member of either House of Parliament remains, without pt:rmissiun of the House,

absent for a period of sialy days, from all meetings thereof, the House may declare his seal
vacant.

5.11.3. The Rajya Sabha (Council of States)

The Rajya Subha [The Council of States), the Second Chamber of Parliament, is called the
House of the Elders. It is comparatively a small body.
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STATEWISE
< REPRESENTATION IN THE RAJYA SABHA
ale Noof Seats  State No of Seals
Andhra Pradesh 15 Meghaliya 0l
Assam 07 Magaland 01
Bihar 22 Oriasa 10
S 01 Punjab 07
o 11 Rajasthan LU
Haryana 0s Sikkim M
f““”‘*"'*' Enk::ish 03 Tamilriadi 18
2mmu and Kashmir 04 Tripura
Kamataka 12 Uttar Pradesh 4
Kerala 09 Delhi 03
Madhya Pradesh 16 West Bengal 16
Maharashira 19 Pondicherry 01
Manipur 01 Arunachal Pradesh Al
Mizoram 0l 233
Nominated by the President 12
Total = 145

(Composition of Rajya Sabha ) :
Arricle §00of the Constitution provides the composition of the Council of States.

The total number of the members of the Council of States or Rajya Sabha shall not exceed
250. The Council of States is constituted in the following way | i oan of the Slats
(i} Out of 250 members not more than 238 members shall be representatives of the S 1
and the Union Territories. They shall be elected indirectly. A system of FT'-‘?'F“”““_“““'EPT‘:*‘T i
i i nsferable vote has been adopied for the indirect election of members
tion by means of single tra : s bers of the Council

of the Upper House of the Indian Parliament. The majority of the members o
of States are thus indirectly clected. . , . hooses
(i) Twelve (12) members shall be ngr::?amdlurj 1|;auf;':a;:;:: :-:gt?::lﬂ;}:: :::ETJ:ZEIL:E:; ;;1:3 Eur :.: %
i OwiE .
i o amon erions wisspc 0o il e P 8
mallers as ¥ ’ ; t the component Stales. bu
composed that it may pmpr.;ly represent
fhﬁh‘lli’lﬁ? “counil of Suhies has been able o function, in practice, as a representative body
of the States, is a debatable question. . members are elected for six years
. i anent body. Each of its members ar Y
The Council of States Is 8 Perv every two years. Take an example
and una.thirggﬂf tésm?:::!:’?r&!:::lﬁm: ﬂrgf smt};a are elected in Ig?g?f and they retire in Ilggﬂﬁ
SEI m " B ] mE ii 1 ik
S‘UPPD .ED . bi 1] FF " 4 = 1994 o i T T lﬂﬂﬂ
79 . mowo " k) ;ense that all of its members never
So the Council of States 15 @ permanent House in the sense

r

relire at a time. : Siates can be re-elected. The Vice-President of India is
he Council of 518
The members of t

i . ions ides being a Chairman,
; : uncil of States' Sessions. Besides there
the ex-officio ct,anrmﬂ{: :{;,Q:d%[; the members of the Council of States amongs! Ihcmﬂﬂl’-‘:;
one De.Pulg Ch;“:::: ::nf ‘he Chairman. It should be noted that un[h':l-l;:: :iq'tlhl;‘; qﬁfﬁ;:l%gj.}nm
pct ik W6 i i pality of represeniation of the otate: :
“:'ﬂﬁsiun hes oo mndf]:ra:nlf::dﬁlhbl?u demr.mbcrﬁ in the Council of States, while West

le,
i Sats. For A s oy ane member
eng

5.11.4. The Lok Sabha (House of the People}

(the Peoplc orthe Lok Sabhais the lower or First Chamber (the popular chamber)
e Housc ol the
nffl?n: Indian Parliame ni.
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Compasition of the Lok Subha
The composition of the Lower House, the Lok Sabhaor the House of the People is guided
w Arncle 81, 82, 83 and A8 The House ol the Peaple shall consist of not more than 550

members according 1o the following schedule: . _
(] nost more than 530 members chosen by territonial constituencies in the States

{i1) not inore than 200 members 10 represent the Union territories, chosen in such —
as Parlinment may by law nrpwdn and . |

{1ii) the President, il he is of opinion that the Anglo-Indian community is not adequately
represented in the House of the People, nominates not more than two members of tha
comimunity 1o the Lok Sabha or the House ol the People.

Faowr the -]'I'U'I'rl'llhli" il I!IEEI'H'IE_ members from lhﬂ 5“'3.3 in lh": HPU-": of the FEDP'E. from each
aate. cach stnte shall be divided info territorial constiluencics in such manner that the ratig
hetween that number and the population of the Stale 15, as far as practicable, the same for

A1 States as well as for constiluencies within a State.

Stalewise Representation in the Lok Sabha
Name of States and Total Reserved I-'::m;;d
Union Territuries for S.C. or S.T.
A. States it
Andhri Pradesh 4% i E:
Arunachal Pradesh s — -
Assaimi I | E
[abar 54 B
it s —_ =
Cugral Ih E 4
Haryona 10 & =
Jammuo & Kashimir ﬁﬁ e :
hamataka - i
heraly 20 2z —
Madhya Pradesh 40 6 9
haharashira 48 3 4
Manipur 2 — I
Mephalaya 2 — -
Wuzoram 1 —_ 1
MNapaland 1 - ——
Orssa 21 3 5
Punjab 13 3 e
Kajasthan 25 d 3
Sikkim 1 . —_a
Tarmil Nadu KL 7 —
Trpura 2 — |
Uloar Pradesh RS 18 —
Wesl Bengal 42 8 -
B. Unbon Territories
Ardurnan & Micobar | firs- —
Tebands
Chandiparh I = —
Dadra i Nagar Haveli 1 . —
Dethi 7 | =
[aman & [hu | 2 -
Lak'.h.ltlwcup | = i
Pandicherry Ry — i
540
Mommnated 2 ?_':' i{-'
} Tl 545 79 m
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_ haas been provided in the constitution that until the relevant figures of the first census taken

er the yeg

r 2000 have been published, 1971 census shall be taken into consideration for
alternating the number of members of the House of the People 1o be chosen by each of the
States. The Staie of West Bengal has 42 and Tripura 2 members in the Lok Sabha.

Duration and Dissolution

il

The House of the Feople. unless dissolved earlier, shall continue for a term of five years.
The 42nd Amendment Act extended the term of Lok Sabha from five years 1o six years. The
Sth Amendment Actof 1978, however, restored the original position of fiveyears. The President
can dissolve it early in an cmergency ; he can, also, extend its term by another year, For example,
The term of the sixih Lok Sabha ended in March, 1976, But the President had, in view of
the national cmergency, extended its term by another year,

The Lok Sabha can also be dissolved earlier if situation so demands. For example, early

It no political party or a coalition of parties could form a government in the Union the president

had 1o dissoolve the Lok Sabha early. It so, it happended in December 1997 afier the resignation

of the povernment headed by LK.Gujral and the President having no other aliernative had

10 dissolve the cleventh Lok Sabha as would be clear from the parly position at that lime,
Dissolution of Twellth Lok Sabha

In April 1999, the AIDMK withdrew its support from the Vajpayee Government. The
President asked the Prime Minister to prove the majorily enjoyed by his Government in the
Lok Sabha. But the Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayce failed 10 get the motion of confidence passed
in the Lok Sabha. No other pany or any coalition of parties also could form an allernative
Government. So, having no other alternative, the President dissolved the twelfth Lok Sabha
on 23.4.99. It is expected that the Thirteenth Lok Sabha will be formed in October, 19949
alter the elections of the Lok Sabha in September-Oclober, 1999
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50 YEARS OF LOK SARIIA
Dyt ol It of
UL pon dhisnelution
Constiuent Aux:mhli-- . Bof2. 19d6- 0] 14 '1-:!_
Provisional Parhament 26.01.1950 17041952
" First Lok Sabha 17.04. 1952 04041957
Second Lok Sabha 05041887 31L.0V1962
 Third Lok Sabha D2.04. 1962 : D308 1967
" Fourth Lok Sabha 04,03, 1967 27.12.1970 |
Fifth Lok Sabha 15001971 15.01.1977 |
Sixth Lok Sabha 23.03.1977  22.08.1979
Seventh Lok Sabha 10.01.1980 11121984
Fighth Lok Sabha 11.13.1944 27.11.1989 |
Ninth Lok Sabha 02.12.1989 17.03.199]
Tenth Lok Sabha 20006.199] 10.05. 1996
Eleventh Lok Sabha 15.05.1996 04.12.1997
Twellth Lok Sabha 09.03.1998 —
Thus, till date Lok Sabha has been constituted twelve times.
The Speaker and the Deputy Speaker

The House of the People elects a Speaker and a Deputy Speaker, The Speaker presides
over the proceedings of the Lok Sabha and the Depury Speaker presides over in his absence.
The Speaker is a very important constitutional functionary, The Legislative power of Parliament
extends over the subjects included in the Union List and in the Concurrent List. Under special
circumsiances the legislative power of Parliament does extend 1o the Staic List,

The House of the People must meet al least twice a vea '
r. Its .
total strength of the House, ? e Sl

Each House of Parli ' in privi 17 - : :
P indi:'::‘l:u‘; “:rhamunt enjoyscertain privileges collectively and its members en Joy certain

S5.12. Powers and Functions of Parliament

The imponance of Parliament in the parliamentary system and

Legislative Body can hard|
y be exaggerated.
broadly categorised under the FDH:EE in:tuﬁd;r:h: powers and fu

1. Providing the Cabinet

its significance as the National
nctions of Parliament may be
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UNION EXECUTIVE |

Union Governmen Lok Sa OSLATURE vy Mgy

l-"“':'r“":,.;il of Ministers is lormed m?ni;'“*idgs the Coype A S

mbers may be I“d”,dm_ in the Council of iil_'ﬂ_lm Amang qf,:ﬂ:: [Ministers and the new Cabiney

e er v o e 10 it 11
JLAERIT] L]

. mber of the Council of Mini 0 within a e
1o be 8 ME nisters, Period of six months, he shall cease

1. uﬁ;lllhl:l
The principulbusin ess of Parliament is to dea wi

.;:I'l::-giﬂﬂliﬂn % p!:l’rl:l rmed by all the Lﬂg'iilllums th l‘ﬂlllnrﬁ-lu]nlingmlngiﬂaﬂﬂﬂ. This function

: ] G
syslem of gnlvcrnm;nt. Tl'liill.'.j ‘.-ulurm: of Iﬂﬂiﬁlltivnniasrtl-;iht Presidential and Parliameniary
- i -er Lthe woT : o i ; '
anlr!:ﬂé- ‘:F} ;ilﬂ!u;in 1995 be-:idlsr:.s?i.:;ccilaars of big government ll;::;;:ﬁ:hlu'u:'i h:la'5 1:Ilm“I Hﬂd;?
ml-hv:_ ale various hills;i :m.;n' ca ATEING other mulii vdin-:lr:nsim:nn.alPEEt El'nn -mFI' 3:5'21:::::!:&3:5
1o legisia y year on a wide range of areas in our cnmr::n[:nmn-'y ugu of welfare
TAMY &

sjale.
3. Conirol over the Execulive

In Pa.rham::mar;,r syslem s it1s obtained in India the Council of Ministers re mains responsible
1o Parliament. The role of Parliament in controlling the C : A . :
indeed. Putling questions 1o the Ministers init'al'g R ok ﬂi-Mm'mmh-wf L
the budget, adjournment Kl iating debates on different subjects, debate on

¢ bucgel, ac) : n, discussion on no-confidence motion—Ihcse are certain
mﬂh*_-"-"hl by which Pn.rhamgl-,m exerts influence over the Mimsiry. The Couneil of Mimisiers
remains in power 50 long as il cnjoys the confidence of the majority of the House of the People
or Lok Sabha which can, by passing a no-confidence motion, force & government 10 resign.
But it must be remembered that the power Lo ousl 4 government under & disciplined party
system is essentially \heoretical. In practice, owing to the rigid party sysiem and party discipline,
the control of the Council of Ministers by Parliament becumes less effective than they appear
10 be. In reality, it is the parties thal control the executive, The debates and discussion of
the members and their confidence on the government follow their respective pany lines. 30
i+ is difficult for Parliament Lo pass 8 no- confidence motion against the governim ent which enjoys

absolute majority in the House of the People.

4. Financial powers and functions
The financial power of Parliament s mainly enjoyed by the House of the People or Lok
Sabha. The constitution has allowed larger share of powers In financial matters o the Lok

Sabha, for, the Lok Sabha represcnts the people. Money bills can anly be introduced in the
heLok Sabha andalier presenting

Lok Sabha, The finance ministcr presents theannu al budgetint :

it in the lower House both the Houses discuss il- Afer the budgel has been presented, financial
bills are introduced in the Lok Sgbha lor raising MOney by taxation or by other means. The
Exccutive cannol make any expenditure unless the Lok Gabhapasses the RCCessary Appropna-
tion Bill. The control of the Lok Sabha over the incomes and expendilures of the Union i
really substantive. Bul due 10 the growth of the party sysiem and, sometimes, due 10 lack
of time available, Lok Sabha delegates some of its power 10 the Cabinet and the Ministers.

5. Blection of the President and Vice-President _
president of India 1s elected

Parliament clects ihe President and the Vice-President. The

by an clectoral college composed of all the members of Pﬂrliﬂmc?: “.“d.irc- c:fL .1 m. IebeS
of all the State Assemblics. The Vice President is elected hy a0 * 'qu.m'la f’T_ CRe ”'IJU":IFLT:TEE
ihe members of both Houses of Parliament. Besi n of the President and the TIEE

des electiv .
President, Parliament can also pemuove them by initiating the method of Tmpeachmert
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B Armeneline el sl (e O aostilalian
Parlamient enjoys such power which are enjoyed by a Constituent Agsembly  Parliament

can amend the Constitution, other than s basic struciure, by passing & bl o constitational
amiendment Farliament of lndia has amended the Constination cighty times during last S0 years,

7. Election of Speaker, Depuly Speaker and Deputy Chalrman

The 1ok Sabha elects ity Speaker and the Deputy Speaker while the Rajya Sabha elecis
ity Dieputy Chawrman. The Vice President being the exolficio Chairman ul'.ﬂ'lu Rajya Sabha,
the yuestion of the election of the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha does not ansc.

K., Mo conhdence Modlon

e Howse of Peaple can dismiss the government by passing a vole of no-confidence motion,
Recemtly within 20 months (1996—98) the Union Governments werc changed three times
by expressing no - confidence by the Lok Sabha or the Houwse of the people.

Y. Consideration of Reporis

Parhament considers the Reports submitied to and laid before it ar by d-I'IITI_'l'I:'.nI Etil.lmi:!r'_nlr
Commrsaons and Cominittees besides the Reports of different ad-hoc Committees of Enguiry
Commissions, For example, the Reports of the National Commission on the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes is a statutory Report under Article 338(b), while the Report of the Jain
Commission is a report of an Enguiry Commission.

10, (Hher functions

Among the other functions and powers of Parliament, some important are the impeachments
of the President, the Vice-President and the Judges, the power of discussing (reaties and other
mternational matters. Parliament appoints several Parlismentary Commitiees in nn.i_c_r 1o
perlonm its functions effectively and efficiently and it trics 1o regulate the governmental activities
through these Committees,

§.12.1. Business Procedure of Parliament

Heth the Houses of Parliament must be in session al least iwice a year. There must not
b & pap of more than six months between the last meeting of a session and the first of the
next. The president shall summon the session of a House or both the Houses at & time that
will appear 1o him necessary and ¢convenient. He can prorogue one House or both the Houses
of Parliament and can dissolve the Lok Sabha

The President can address a House of Parliament or the joint meeting of both the Houses,
The President can send his message on a bill which 15 under the consideration of Parliament
and it must deliberate on the message as soon as possible. At the opening of a cach session

the President will make an insugural speech at the Joint Session of both the Houses and shall
theseribe the reasons for summoning the Session,

The Anomey General can be present and make speech in the session of the House or in

the joant meeting of both the Houses. A Minister may attend both the Houses but he can exercise
hes wate only in the House of which he is 2 member.

5013, Relation Between the two Houses of Parliament

It has been seen that Parliament of India has two chambers or Houses — the Lower or the
First House and the Upper or Second House. The Lower House is called the House of the
Feople or the Lok Sabha and the Upper House is called the Council ol States or the Rajya
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Sabha Both these Houses ke PATL in Legiu AND JUDICIARY VY q
Islntiog

impeielance 1o 'h i h
.IH' £ .L-ﬂu‘. I-Tﬂh.hﬂ 0or lhf’ IL“ L"[i tlu' the Constitulion EIVES AT Overr I.I-“g
The relst Lo h i 5E over the ] h o
e relation hei cen 1he twn s HEJ}” Saiack the .Lrprltr ‘House

Howy
aCs "
Are now discussed under three hcads,

1. Areus of Supremucy of Lok Sabhy
The Lok Sabha Cnjoys Supremency on
A. Ministerial Rcsp:msihillll:y

The Ministers are ¢ i R
Rujya Sabha Rajya _5,;‘:!3::.&;}:::::3,“"‘1 individually responsible 10 the Lok Sabhaand not 1o the
of every matler relatin “; th ':“.m"“ over them, Rajya Subhacan demand 1o be fully mformed
cnnﬁdcn::_;:'iﬁm—m“r;E-ﬁ-l--:*- IE!.-n""l':lfﬂll'fl'iFlll.i'll activitics. But it cannot pass any moton of
has been adopred because (] Lmn-'m"n‘}l'““'fﬂ against 1h1_:E‘uunn.'llul’h'immr:rﬁ.Thiui-uﬁ'n_ciﬁ'lc—
of the people. Responsibl e Sabha s composed of the direcily elected representatives
AIDIE government means ministerial responsibility directly 1o the elected

representatives of Parliament i ' .
the minisiry shall have to t:r:létf the Lok Sabha. If the Lok Sabha expresses its no-confidence,

B. On Money Bill

the [ollowing areas

2 Thhu" Lﬁt.r;’ﬂi li-‘:h;‘r has lnliu_pﬂwer with regard to Money Bills. Money Bills are introduced

e 4bha, lor money is regarded as the primary concern of the elected representatives

The consent of the people through their representatives is absolutely necessary in raising or
imposing taxes. We can recall the famous slogan : No ravation without representation. The Rajya
Sabhg, however, can suggest or recommend amendment 1o moeney bill which may or may nol
h": accepl ¢d by the Lok Sabha The Rajya Sabha should returm a moncy bill within 14 davs
of receipt of it. If it does not, the bill will be regarded as passcd by both the Houses, even
withou! the concurrence of the Rajya Sabha Thus, the Rujya Sabha can discuss money bills,
it has no power of voting money or of witholding assent. So, n financial matters, the Rajya
Sabhahas a mere advisory role, while the Lok Sabha has the supreme and final say.

2. Equal powers of both the Houses

In many cases, the Rajya Sabha is as much powerful as the Lok Sabha It can amend or
reject a Bill other than Money Rill : ordinary Bills can be introduced either in the Rajya Sabha
or in the Lok Sabha.

If after a Bill has been passed by onc House and rejecied by the other House, the President
<hall summon a joint sitting fur the purpose and dclihura!inglﬁnd voling on the Bill. Tht_‘nugh
the Rajya Sabha has equal rights in this respect, yel the decision of the Lok Sabha is likely
10 be upheld owing to the fact it will get through in the pame of numhclrj_‘ .

i ower 1o legislate on any subject included in the State list il two or
rn::lr:r IEleTr::::r:'{;J:ﬂutiﬂﬂ o I%Iﬂl elfect {A}rrl.lﬁﬂj. This power of enaciment is enjoyed
by both the Houses. Both the Houses share the power 10 legislate with respect 1o _nﬂ:w_u matter
in State list if a proclamation of Emergency is in operation (Art 250). This power ol legisiation

v 1hus shared by both the Houses.

3. Supremacy of Rujya Sabhu |
Rajya Sabha exclusively possesses certiim
does nol possess.

i Under Article 249 the Rajya Sabhn hacked |
in the national interest Parliament should legrisdate o

extrnordinary powers which the Lower House

Wi twas thirds majorily, can declare that
an i matter inehaded o the State Lisl.

fe 112 o mak e laws regarding all India

' s Parlinment unider Artn wlia
2 re coawaan 11 by he creation of such services

:  Sites S
Services which are comman to the Union amd the 54
!
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WA INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE
ailects the States, so the Rajya Sabha has been given the power of deciding by a resolution
hacked by a two-thirds majority the question of creating such services.

Tu begin with, 8 comparative discussion having relevance with the relation between the Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha may be presented.

1. So far the wcomposition is concerned, Lok Sabha enjoys a supenor position Wi '_E:ﬁ:ﬂu
Sabha. The Lok Sabha is a popular chamber formed by the directly elected it ipin :IT
on the basis of universal adull suffrage. But the Rajya Sabha 1= formed hi‘qﬂiﬂﬁhaﬁ' ":
indirecily elecied and partly nominated. The very composition makes the positt o
Sabha weaker.

2. The Rajya Sabha being a permancnt House, can claim to be an “pt-ﬂ,_,'?“;;dﬁﬂz:f;:;ﬂw
Lok Sabha, on the other hand, being clected for a fixed period, 1.6, HVE ¥ ' i
neither permanency nor that much expericnce. s PR——

3. It is primarily the Lok Sabha which provides the Union Gmlfll;nn}zlr!ﬁ thuzuvgrnmenri
coalition of parties that secures an absolule Tﬁ‘ﬂj“ﬁl‘!‘ In H',":_I_‘":' ¥ i a,j' [h.c Prime Minister
and pormally most of the members of the Council of Ministers mcuding
belong 1o the Lok Sabha.

4. The Council of Ministers are responsible to the Lok Sabha ":f"l:'"s ‘E';:EIL‘::: r':;i“f e
gavernment to an end by passing a no-confidence motion, The Rajya Sabha njoy
such power.

5. Money Bill can only be initiated in the Lok Sabha which also enjoys primacy over the
bills and specially the Money Bills against the Rajya Sabha.

6. The power of the Lok Sabhais greater in the matter of controlling the Cabinet. The Council
of Ministers is responsible to the Lok Sabhaand nol o the Rajya Sabha

Conclusion

We can conclude that in the ordinary cases, both the Houses of Parliament have equal powers.
Ordinary bills must be passed in both the Houses. If there is conflict of opinion between the
two Houses, the President will summeon a joint meeting of !:ruihllhe Houses and there the matter
will be settled by a majority vote. But in the case of Money Bills the Lok Sabha has far greater
power than the Rajya Sabha Money Bills, afier being passed in the Lok Sabha, are sent 10 the
Rajva Sabha The Rajya Sabha cannot reject such a bill. It will send the bill back to lhl:_ Lok
Sahha with its recommendations. The Lok Sabhacan accept or reject those recommendations.

In spite of the enjoyment of a special position of the Rajya Sabha in respect by certain matters
and in spite of the theory of equality of the two Houses, the Rajya Sabha cannol, owing 10
the nature of its composition, atlain a status of equality with the Lower House, There has
been an increasing feeling that the Rajva Sabhadoces not scrve any really uselul purpose.

The second chamber in India, i.e., the Rajya Sabha, however, is more powerful than the
Canadian Upper House, though it stands no where near the American Senate which is the
mast powerful second chamber in the world.

5.14. The Speaker of the House of the People

Following the system in the British House of Commons, the responsi

bility of pressl
the House ol the People or Lok Sabha rests alsg on the Speaker. Thé?ﬁéﬁ?%
the members of the Lok Sabha” There is a Deputy Speaker who'ls also Elcctﬁm_l?ﬁn%““

of the Lok Sﬁmy Speaker shall temporarily 1akes charge of the officern the
Speaker's absendts— —— o — i

Ordinanly, the post of @ Spcukur lalls vacant when he ceases 1o be a8 member the Lok

—]
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iy Duis st o il he is removed by the members o ihe Lok Sabba
meconading wo Arnede o ol phe Comntitation A fe 0 sy tht the Speaker IMAy b removed
feoen hiy ailice by g peseloiin ol the Lk Salilin aid passed by n majonty © all the members,
such o pescbarion shall e gyl atheist with 14 duys’ notiee, The Speaker ordinarily Tiolds
ol during the hite ol it Lotk Saltha
The Traers ol 1he @ sonirtiatiieny hvee tnied o make the office of the Speaker b non it !
ane. His salary s il diren thve consotnlated Tund of the | ik, He presides over the meetings
of the Lok Sabha, tut does nlly participaie in the vt Hie has a casting vole which
b eacrcises i Case af w tie or cyqunl number ol viles Thus in bndie, the Speaker does ot
vorle i the [irst instamee Pt B ecpn exercise hiy cistingg vie nly order "o snlve a deadiock
I Dptaim, 1he Speaker s beld in high cstecm anel in repgarded ko irmiprar ial that a person onee

clected ns a Speaker remnins Spenker for e
The Speaker’s comduc of the proceedings of the business

the jurisdiction ol any ot ol bnw,

Salshm, o1 when he oes

of the Lok Cabha 1% not under

5. 14.1. Functions of the Speaker
Speaker emanate bothfrom the provisions of 1
His functions are listed below

‘The funetions and powers ol the he Constitution
and the Rules of Provedure of Parliziment.
. 1-The Speaker presides over the Lok Subha

w27 The Speaker has the sppreme power of maintaining
of the PegpleThe powers of the Speahcr MG =iz cntirc authority as well @s responsibility

for conducting the business of the House in an orderly manner. Thus he mainains the order
and decorum of the House. He adjourns meetings of the Lok Sabha il he thinks that there

has becn o quOTUI. w
. The speaker, under Article 118 f4), presides over
Parliament,

4-When a moncy bill
Sabha, the Upper House,

is a4 Jw;r‘oiﬂ-

& The Speaker is the head of the Parlismentary .0 ees, The members of various
Parliamentary Commilizcs are ap inted by the Speaker. He may ask the gu:wg,f'.ﬁ-.‘fﬁnﬁmm:.h
necessary information 10 the House or its Commiltiees, Some important Parliamentary Commi-

tices work under his Chairmanship. —

e Speaker has somc adminis
of Parliament. He also provides residential accommodations and other amenities for the

members of the House.

7. The Epcﬂkwﬂ'ﬂ” and custodian .::_[m_eri'gifg_and-prhﬂzga of the membyrs of
Lok Sabha. ' | —

In fact, two extraordinary powers, first,of presiding over the joint silting and, second, deciding
a Money Bills, make the Speaker more powerful and dignified than the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha. ——— 3

There are cerfain constitutional peovisions regarding Speak er's powers. A
functions, there are some Rules of Procedure which give a numg::r ol i};}wii;:?tl;ﬁrnlge‘:hﬁm
The Speaker’s decision 1o admit notices of motions, resolutions, bills, e1c,, is ;cgarded Eﬁ ?in‘:.rl_-

order and discipline_in the

the joint sitting of the two Houses ol

is transferred from the Lok Sabha, the Lower House, to the Rajya
the Speaker shall append his approval to the bill certifying that il

we powers aswell. He is the head of the sciretariat
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£ 141 Posithon of the Speaker

Shre baowahr lal Nehro observes The Speaker tepresenis the digminy ol the House, b ivecdorm
i the Hlowise and because the Bloose represents the Matioa, i |u1l|l|.'l|J|JII wity the Spenker
Becomes the symbaol of the Napon's Trecdeny and hibeoy. Theretore, o s ogeht that the pos
ol the Speaker should be an honeured postbion, o free position md should be vceupicd alwiays

By men of outstunding ataloy and impariialiny

1 ok Sabha
Tt Lk Salhia

i Lok Sabha
i Lok Sabha
41k 1 ok Sabha

sth Lk Sabkha
fh Lok Sabha

Mk Lok Sabha
sth Lok Sabha
il | ok Sabha
Iink 1ok Sabha
Lt | ok Sabha
{eonstiated on
P> 4

2th Lok Sabha

Barch, 1995)

IConsututed on 24

Speakers of the Lok Sabhin

Speahers

Canesh Vasudey Mavalanknr
M Ananthasayanam Ayyangar
M. Ananthasayanam Ayyanper

Hukum Singh

MNeelam Sanjiva Keddy
I Chinnasload Sampehe Désiliom
In Gannnalid Sangt by 1M lasey
Bah Ko Bhapad
Meclam Sanjiva Reddy
KX D lepde

D Bl Bam Jakur

e hal B Jakliat

Rabi Kay

Shiveay Patil

" A Sanpma

GoM.C. Balayogs

Frawini

15 May, 1952
0K March, 1450
1l May, 1957
17 April, 1962
17 March, 1967
0H Angust, oY
22 March, 1971
U5 L, 1976
26 March, 1977
21 July, 1977
22 Jam, 1A

I Jan, [HS

19 e, 19ED
1 .|1|13'. Jipix:
20 May, 1990

Tuw
a1 Feh, 195G
1) May, 1957
O Apnil, 1962
16 March, 1967
19 July, 1969
19 Mrch, 1971
01 Ixee, 1975
25 March, 1977
|3 July, 1977
21 Jan, E98D
15 Jan, 19K5
IR Jinm, 19N
09 July, 1992
13 May. 194
(9 March, 1998

However, some doubts have occasionally been raised about the ability and impartiality of
the Speaker. A motion of no confwlence even was moved on 18th December 1954 against
the then Speaker by the opposition parties because he allegedly failed wo maintain an impartial
atittude. Such moves were also subscquently made on a few occasions. Though all those moves
were defeated, but such moves indicated more elearly the necessity for the Speaker 1o maintain
the dignity and vncompromising impartiality o the discharge of his duties in the Lok Sabha

as the Speaker,
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