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DIALECTICS og \-\--Q.l

Hegel's dialectical method played a crucial role in his political philosophy.
3 ‘ y ¥ BN N Ny TR " 4 » OV B ? Y y ‘o
By applying the categories of a thesis, an antithesis and a synthesis, Hegel's
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which meant that knowledge emerged out of the detailed study and analysis
of parts. Descartes, for example, took recourse to mathematics in search of
true knowledge. In Descartes’ words, “to divide up each of the difficulties
which I examined into as many parts as possible, and as seemed requisite in
order that it might be resolved in the best manner possible” (Smith 1989:
165). Critical philosophy questioned the utility of this method in seeking answers
to moral problems which arose out of free will and initiation. In this situation,
the scientific method became inappropriate.

Hegel’s dialectical method presupposed that ideas and beliefs were to
be related to their institutions and social structures, i.e. the spheres of the
subjective mind and the objective mind had to converge. The catc?gories of
subject and object were to go together, as did th.eory and practice. What
apparently looked contradictory were actually dialect.lcal terms, mterfiependf:nt.
This method was to be internally linked to the subject matter. It did not just
record and observe, but attempted to build an ediﬁce of a well-conne;ted
discourse, which one may accept or reject. It acceptefi dialogue .and conversation,
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A HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT: PLATO TO MARX

Praising Hegel’s method, Marx wrote to Engels:

In the merhod of treatment the fact that by mere accident I again glanced
through Hegel's Logic has been of great service to me .. .. If there should
ever be time for such work again, I would greatly like to make accessible
to the ordinary human intelligence. in two or three printer’s sheets. what
is rational in the method which Hegel discovered but at the same ume
enveloped into mysticism (Marx cited in Singer 1983: 77).

However, like many other unfulfilled desires of Marx, namely writing *
book on Hegel’s political philosophy or a book on the theory of the st n

~ . . - . . - ~ salec - ca
could never find time to provide for this rational explanation of the dialectic
method.

Popper argued that it was possible that contradictions remained i“_ou{
theoretical perception of reality, but it was impossible that such mnu:uhc“\‘:
were a part ol reality utself. Popper argued that our perceptions migh! -
incorrect, but that was not true of reality utself. Scientific progress ,-c\e:\"‘r

e prof
nature of reality itself. Unlike Hegel, Popper believed that the methods of ;T:i
natural sciences and those of the social sciences were identical. I €
observation, Popper was closer to Descartes than to Hegel.

elimination of contradictions from our perceptions till they reached th
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State

For Hegel, the state represen
the elements within the fami

ced universal altruism. It synthesized dialectically
ly and civil society. AS in the case of the family,

the state functioned in a manner that the interests .of everyone were furthe;ed
and enhanced. It represented the universal tendenc1e‘s‘.w1thm. 01\./11 ;oclety3 t 1us
giving rise to the notion of citizenship. The state had” its reality in t ci particular
self-consciousness raised to the place of the um.ve.rsal E The state was . absolutely
rational” and had “substantive will”.for re.allz.m'g itself throygh history, and
was therefore eternal. “This substantive unity is its own motive and ab._solute
end. In this end freedom attains its highest }'lght. Thls end has the highest
right over the individual, whose highest duty 1n turn 1s to be a member of the
state” (Hegel cited in Bondurant 1958: 2%2—-21?3.. TR

Hegel perceived the state as an en.d in itself; 1t w ind realizing 1t§e1f
through history. As an idealist, Hegel viewed thfe state ;S an organism -havmg
“the highest right over the individ.ual, whose hl_gh_e?t uty 1n turn is to l?e a
member of the state” (Hegel cited in Bc.)ndurant' ibid: 213). Hegel empha§lzed
the public nature of the state, yet he did not _d‘tstmgmsh between the private
and the public spheres. Hegel examined the different components of the state
like the rule of law, the bureaucracy, and the monarchy.
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