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thorium and mica and building materials like granites, marbles, quartsite and slates.

_‘

Geological Structure of India

Geologically, India represents a monumental assemblage of rocks of different
character belonging to different ages, ranging from Pre-cambrian to the recent
times. The Geological Survey of India (Sir T Holland) divides geological
Jormations of India into four groups |
* The Archaean Rock System [first half of the Pre-cambrian era (about
4000 million years ago)]. =
* The Purana Rock System [second half of the Pre-cambrian era (1400-600
million years)]. . 4 _
 The Dravidian Rock System [Cambrian to middle Carboniferous
(600-300 million years old)]. .
e The Aryan Rock System [Upper Carboniferous to the Pleistocene (300
million years old to the present]. el
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The Archaean Rock System v
The word Archaean was first ygeq ) :
Dana for rock structure prigy b
Cambrian system.

It includes the Sfollowing rock groups

Gneisses and  Schist  Thig ¢ )
contains the first formed rockg Sg:tem_ ;
Earth. These rocks in the Peningy), the -
found primarily in Tamil Nady, Andare
Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha, Me " hey

Madhya Pradesh and Chhﬂttnggarﬁ]aya' ;
Chhotanagpur plateau of Jharkhaand :
They also cover the whole nd,
Bundelkhand in the North and ¢, i

North-West, they are formed i, th
C

Yy
thé '_:

number of isolated outcrops, cxter s, 8 |
from North of Vadodara to , lon &
distance along the Aravallis. g, |¢

' f

The Purana Rock System  J
In India, the word Purana has been usedip ‘w
place of Proterozoic and includes g, 4
divisions ‘ . B
i

The Cuddapah System A long interval of
time elapsed before the rock system neyt
to the Dharwars and peninsular gneisses
began to be deposited. A great thickness
of unfossiliferous clay, slates, quartsite,
sandstones and limestone was deposited
presumably in great synclinal basins,

- This  formation is known as the
Cuddapah System, from the occurrence
of the most typical and first studied
outcrops - of these rocks in Cuddapah
districts of Andhra Pradesh.

——
=

The Vindhyan System This system of
ancient sedimentary rocks stands over |
the Cuddapah rocks. Except a few traces
of animal and vegetable life, this groupis |
devoid of any recognisable fossils. Itd
Covers a large area in Madhya Pradesti |
Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihaf |
Rajasthan, Karnataka and Andiv® |
I.’radesh. This system contains rocks HieS
limestoneg, sandstones, shales and s12%%
Which are ygefy] as building m ater ‘_5"
often over 4000 m thick. :
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Physiographic Aspects ofindia B39

These are mainly found in the Spitl valley, Kashmir, Shimla and in the
Pir Panjal trap and some rocks

Eastern Himalayas. Slates of different typcs:
of the Kumaon rcgion_aW

INDIA
GEOLOGICAL

CHINA
TIBET

[ Recent and pleistcene
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The Aryan Rock System

}y rocks belonging to late plaeozoic to tertiary periods
are exposed today in the Northern part of the Central Himalayan axis

extending from Kashmir to Sikkim. These rocks in the peninsula occur in
several placesin Tamil Nadu and North-Eastern India.

The Gondwana System The peninsula during the upper carboniferous

period experienced crustal movements, which led to the formation of basin

shaped depressions. These depressions had countless terrestrial plants and
animals, which were buried to form coal deposits in India known as the
Gondwana rocks. These rocks have also marks of climatic changes from
Arctic cold to tropical and desert conditions. These rocks are found mainly
in the Damodar, the Mahanadi and the Godavari valleys of the penﬁnshla.

The marine sedimenta

Guijarat, Rajasthan,
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tOCEne to
Richly fossiliferous in Shiwalik hills
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1800-2500 m
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clays Miocene

Bright red shales and sandstones
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