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The Greeks were pioneers in many branchesof knowledge.
The ancient period is known as the Golden Age of
Greece. The Greeks are given the credit of being the
earliest geographers. It was so mainly due to the fact that
the Greeks had developed a philosophical and logical
approach and they were academic in their outlook.
Moreover, Greece which was a land of great diversity in its
topography and physical features provided great impetus
to the growth and development of geography. They tried
to study and explain geographical phenomena like
occurrence of volcanoes, earthquakes, disappearance of
rivers: in limestone regions and
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Thales was a practical businessman who lived in the 7th
century BC. Thales was the first Greek scholar who
originated several basic theorems of geometry.

He is also regarded as the first Greek to have devoted

focussed ' attention to the measurement and location of
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VA—axim'ander (6th Century BC)

A disciple of Thales of Miletus. Anaximander considered
Earth as a cylindrical mass suspended in a spherical

universe. He introduced into the Greek world of a
Babylonian instrument known as ‘Gnomon’. This
instrument was used for measuring the varying position of
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Aristotle was a renowned philosopher of his age. 1,
keen interest in geography and travelled a great deal

studied geography on a basis of systematic observatign
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AR, jybius (210-128 BC)

Rol
G was a physical geographer. Polybius studied the process of erosion and  Muc
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l‘a | Posidonius a Greek
4 of Christ, made two
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 Firstly, he recalculated the circumference of the Earth and arrived at a much

. .smaller figure than that of Eratosthenes. He greatly overestimated the West to
| East distance from the Western most part of Europe to the Eastern extremity of

the ekumene (the habitabie Earth), then thought to be occupied by India.

-He therefore said that a ship sailing Westward from European coast of Atlantic
-would reach the East coast of India after a journey of only 7000 miles. This
lestimate became the basis of Columbus’s journey in search of India, which
{finally ended at the Eastern coast of America. Secondly, Posidonius contradicted

ithe view of Aristotle that the equatorial part of the tortd zone was
uninhabitable because of heat. '

:'He insisted that the areas of highest temperature were located near the tropics
 and temperatures near equator were much less extreme. He pointed out that

BB the overhead seen pauses the longest near the tropics and is overhead at the
equator for a much shorter time.
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B . = Anaximander and Thales are considered founders of mathematical geography.

® * Herodotus is given the credit as the first geographer, who regarded the Caspian sea as an
" Inland sea.

.+ Herodotus was also the first scholar who divided the world landmass into three continents
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namely Europe, Asia and Libya. o

Aristotle was the first to advocate the spherical shape of the Earth.
Eratosthenes is said to have coined the word geography. :

@ - Eratosthenes determined the 'Size of the Earth' quantitatively for the first time.
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