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The best economic programme for a country to follow has in large part been
determined by nature (environment) and it is the geographer’s duty to interpret this
programme. Man in able to accelerate, slow or stop the progress of a country or (region’s)
development. But he should not, if he is wise, depart from directions as indicated by the
natural environment. He (man) is like the traffic controller in a large city who alters the

rate but not the direction of progress. — Stodart, 1990
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