
SoilsofWestBengal

Soilisoneofthemostpreciousresourcesandinfluencingfactorsonagricultureandforestry.

Soilsareeconomicallyimportantbecausedifferenttypesofsoilsofvaryingnatureproduce

differentvarietiesandamountsofcropleadingtoeconomicdisparities.In1965,accordingto

soilsurveydonebytheDepartmentofAgriculturecategorizedthesoilsintosixgroups(Fig3.6)

onthebasisofobservationandanalysisofsoilprofiles.Theyareasfollows:

1.Thelateritesoils

2.TheRedsoils

3.TheAlluvialSoils

a)YoungerAlluvialSoil

b)OlderAlluvialSoil

4.TheTaraiSoils

5.TheSalineSoils

6.TheRedandGravellySoils

1.TheLateriteSoils

Thesesoilsareacidicandpoorinorganicmatter.Thelateritesoilsarefoundtheplateauregion

inthemajorpartsofthedistrictsofBirbhum,Barddhaman,BankuraandMedinipur.

2.TheRedSoils

Theseredsoilsaretransportedfrom Chhotanagpurplateausbymanyriverstoform western

districtssuchasBirbhum,BankuraWestDinajpurandMedinipur.Theseareresidualsoilsand

acidicinnature(pH5.5-6.6);deficientinorganicmatterandarepoorlyirrigated.Thetopsoilsare

poorinironduetoleachingandaccumulationtakesplaceindeepsubsoils.Thetransported

lateritesaredepositedontheeasternflanksofthelateriticstretchareknownastheredsoil

whicharefoundintheeasternmarginoftheRarhplainandtheBarindtractofMaldahandWest

Dinajpur.

3.TheAlluvialSoils

Thealluvialsoiltractsarecovering28,921sqkm areaandareagriculturallyimportant.They

occurinthedistrictsofMurshidabad,Birbhum,Barddhaman,Puruliya,HugliandMedinipur.

Alluvialsoilsaredividedintotwofamiliesdependingonthenatureofparentmaterials.

a)YoungerAlluvialSoil(GangaAlluvium):Newalluvium formedbyGangarivercoverspartsof

thenorthBengalplainsandwholeoftheremainingWestBengaldeltaexcludingthecoastal



stripof24ParganasandMedinipur.ThesearethemostfertilelandsinWestBengalknownas

‘Khadar’.TheGangaalluvium isrichinplantnutrientsandorganicmatter,andisalkalinein

reaction.

b)OlderAlluvialSoil(VindhyaAlluvium):Theoldalluvium soilsfoundalongtheouteredgeofthe

plateaufringe.Thistransportedsoilhaslostitsoriginalfertilitybyleaching.

4.TheTaraiSoil

Taraisoilsarederivedfrom mountain

regionsoftheHimalayasbythehilly

riversi.e.Tista,Mahananda,Torsa,

Jaldakaandtheirnumeroustributaries

whichbringmaterialfrom heightsof

above10,000ftanddeposititabout200

to300ftabovesealevel.Thedeposits

aremostlysandyandrawhumustype

andaredeepblacktograyincolour.

Theyoccupyagoodamountofpaddy

areaofJalpaiguri,DarjilingandKoch

Bihardistricts.

5.TheSalineSoilMangroveor

CoastalSoil

ThesetypesofSoilshavebeenformed

bythedepositsbroughtbythetidal

current.Itisfoundin24Parganasand

Medinipurdistricts.Theexcessofsalt

andclaymakesthesoilsunsuitablefor

thecultivationofrice,vegetablesand

horticulture.

6.TheRedandGravellySoil

Thesethinsoilscontaininglargeamount

ofcoarsesandsaregraver,richiniron

butdeficientinothermineralsandsoarelessfavorableforcultivation.Theseredsoilsare

foundinPuruliyaandwesternpartsofBirbhum,BankuraandAsansol.


