
NaturalVegetationofWestBengal

Naturalvegetationcoversonly16%oftotalareaofWestBengal.Muchofithasbeen

disappearedduetoheavydensityofpopulationandclearingforestlandforcultivationtofeed

thispopulation.Fewdistrictshaveonlyscatteredforest.Itcanbedividedintosixclasses

accordingtotheirdistribution,growthandexpansion(Fig3.5).Theyareasfollows:

1.HimalayanMoistTemperateVegetation

2.TropicalMoistDeciduousVegetationofTarai

3.TropicalMoistDeciduousVegetationofPlain

4.DryDeciduousVegetationofUpland

5.TropicalSemiEvergreenVegetationofCoastalAreas

6.MangroveSwampVegetationofSundarbanAreas

1.HimalayanMoistTemperateVegetation

Theseforestsarerelatedtohigheraltitude.Inmountainareasdifferenttypesoftreesand

plantsgrowatdifferentheights.TemperateevergreenforestsconsistingoftreessuchasOak,

PoplarsandMaplesareseenbetweentheheightof900-2500metres.Between2500and3500

metresconiferoustreessuchasPine,Deodar,andFirarefound.AbovethisaltitudeBirchesand

Rhododendronsaregrown.

2.TropicalMoistDeciduousVegetationofTaraiandPlain

AtthefootoftheHimalaya,tropicalmixedevergreenanddeciduoustreesarefound.Deciduous

treeswhichincludeforexampleSal,TeakandSimul,Sisham treesshedtheirleavesonceayear.

Butinbetween1000and1500metres,sub-tropicalforestssuchasCeldera,Micherinand

Bamboosarefound.Abroadbeltoftreeforeststretchesalongtheentirelengthofthenorthern

district.Duarsregionarefoundwithlowlevelsofteagardens.

3.TropicalMoistDeciduousVegetationofPlain

Tropicalmoistdeciduousvegetationofplainextendsfrom southofthetaraideciduousregion

toalmostentireWestBengalexceptsoutherncoastalportion.Suchforestshaveamixtureof

evergreenandmoistdeciduoustrees.Theundergrowingclimbersprovideanevergreen

charactertotheseforests.MainspeciesarewhiteCedar,HollockandKail.

4.DryDeciduousVegetationofUpland

TheseforestsarefoundinthewesternpartsofWestBengalcoveringthedistrictsofPuruliya,

Bankura,Barddhaman,Birbhum andMedinipur,scatteredandisolatedpatchesofHowrahand



Huglidistricts.TheimportanttreesoftheseforestsareSal,Simal,Haldu,Bamboos,Mahogani,

Mahua,Palashetc.Thesetreesshedtheirleavesinthedrywinter.Hightemperature,dry

climateandpoorlateriticsoilinthisregionisnotfavorableforthegrowthoftrees.Atpresent

muchofthelandisusedformangoorchardsandmulberrycultivation.

5.TropicalSemiEvergreenVegetationofCoastalAreas

SoutherncoastalareaofMedinipurdistrictisunderthevegetationcoveroftropicalsemi

evergreenvegetation.Tropicalsemievergreenvegetationincludestypicalcanopybroadleaf

treesofbothcategoryofevergreenalongwithdeciduous.Thespeciesdiversityishighbut

manyofthetypicalevergreenspeciesareabsent.

6.MangroveSwampVegetationofSundarbanAreas

TheseforestscoveringtheSundarbanDeltaarethemostextensiveforestlandofWestBengal.

TheforestissituatedatthemouthoftheGangariverinsouthernpartoftheSouth24Parganas

districts.Thename'Sundarban'comesfrom thefactthattheseforestsmostlycontainonetype

ofmangrovetreescalled‘Sundari’.Mangrovevegetationisinfluencedbythesaltyseawaterdue

toriseandfallofthetideofBayofBengal.Mangrovetreeshavebreathingrootswhichare

usuallyverylargetostandindeepmud.ThemostcommonvegetationisKeyaorKewrabushes

whichgrowinextensiveclumps(Singh,1971).


