
ClimateofWestBengal

TropicofCancerdividesthestateofWestBengalintotwoparts.ThearealyingnorthofTropic

ofCancerknownasNorthTemperatureZoneandsouthernportionlieswithintheTorriedor

EquatorialZone.ClimateofWestBengalisgenerallytropical,hot,humid,monsoontype(except

innorthernmountaneousregionofDarjilingandJalpaiguridistrict).Thetemperatureofthe

Himalayandistrictvariesfrom wellbelowfreezingpointinwintertoover80°F(26°C)in

summer.PresenceoftheBayofBengal,rivernetworksystem,canals,tanketcdoesnotallow

theextremeclimaticconditionsoftheTorriedzone.Importantfeatureofthestateisthe

periodicwindknownasthemonsoonthatblowsacrossit.TheIndianMeteorological

DepartmenthasrecognizedfourtypesofclimatesinWestBengalwhichare

1.Thehotseason

2.Themonsoonseason

3.Theretreatmonsoon

4.Thecoldseason.

1.TheHotSeason

Thisseasoncoverstheperiodbetween1stMarchand10thJune.Thisseasonisusuallydryand

sunny;temperaturestartsincreasingfrom themonthofMarchandduringthedayitmayraise

upto380C.Thehighesttemperatureineachyearisusuallyrecordedabout40°Cinthefirstor

thesecondweekofAprilandhighesttemperatureisincreasingyearbyyear(maybedueto

Globalwarming!).Sometimestheplateauregionrecordsthehighesttemperatureofthestateas

highas450C.AsansolisthehottestplaceofWestBengal.Theheatisslightlylesserinnorthern

plain.InBengalthethunderstorm (i.e.Norwester)arelocallyknownas‘KalBaisakhi’that

occursinAprilandMay.

2.TheMonsoonSeason

Around15thJune,thewholeofWestBengalcomesundertheinfluenceofSouth-West

Monsoonwhichcarriesheavymoisturefrom BayofBengalresultingheavyrainsalloverthe

state.TheMonsoonalwaysbringsjoyousmomentsforthefarmersinthestateastheir

agriculturalcrops,foodsandprosperitydependsolelyonit.Theaveragerainfallinthehillstate

isabout175cm,theplateaufringehasarainfalllessthan140cm.Bankuraisthedriestdistrict

havingarainfallof118cm.Latemonsoonsometimesresultsdestructivestormscalled

‘AshwineJhor’.Thefig.3.3showsthedistributionofrainfall.Theaveragerainfallinthestateis

about70inches(175cm)ofwhichover125cm precipitateduringJunetoSeptemberusually

calledmonsoonmonth.TheHimalayanregionexperiencesthehighestrainfall,rangingfrom

250cm to500cm,whileplaindistrictreceivesonanaverage125cm.



3.TheRetreatMonsoonSeason

Themonsoonstartsretreatingfrom northernIndiaduringthelastweekofSeptemberandby

themiddleofOctober,AftertheSeptemberandtheintensityofthelowpressureoverthenorth-

westernpartofIndiadecreases.Asaresultthesouthmonsoonwindsstartmovingback

towardssea.Thisiscalledretreatingofthemonsoonwinds.Coolanddrywindsblowoutfrom

thelandtoseaduringthistime.Depressionsandcyclonesstartsfrom thistimeinthesouthern

partoftheBayofBengal.Theretreatofthesouth-westmonsoonoverWestBengalis

completedbytheendofNovember.

4.TheColdSeason

From DecembertoFebruaryWestBengalisundertheinfluenceofthenorth-easttradewinds.

Thereisnorainfallinthisseasonbecausewindisoffshoreandhasnomoisture.Acoldanddry

northernwindblowsinthewinter,substantiallyloweringthehumiditylevel.Theclimateiscool

andsunny;temperaturerangingbetween17°cto21°Candincreasingsouthward.Theminimum

temperatureatnightalwaysremainsbelow150C.Morningfogisveryfrequentevenoverthe

plains.Averagedailytemperatureinthehillareasisabout5.2°C.Darjilingreceivesmoderate

snowfallinwintermonths.

RainfallzonesandtemperaturezonesofWestBengal


