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About the Poem

The Rape of the Lock 1s a mock heroic epic by Alexander
Pope.

It was first published anonymously in Lintot’s
miscellaneous poems and Translations (May 1712) 1n two
cantos.

A revised edition followed in March 1714 as a five canto
version.

The final form of the poem appearedin 1717.

The poem narrates the story of the cutting of a lock of
Belinda by Lord Petre.
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Pope, in this epic, has merged the two worlds - the
heroic and the social

He parodied the conventional gods and goddesses

He sketched the character of Belinda on the model of
Miss Arabella Fermor.

Pope derived the sylphsand gnomes (supernatural
machinery) from the French Rosicrucian novel Le
Comte de Gabalis.

Pope was also inspired by Boileau’s mock- epic poem
Le Lutrin while composing his own mock- epic.



The Text




About the Poet Alexander Pope

Born May 21, 1688 ( Restoration Age) , London.
He wrote Pastorals in 1709.

Two most important poems were Essay on
Criticism(1711) and The Rape of the Lock (1714).

Translated Iliad in 1715.

Translated Odyssey 1in 1726.
Composed Dunciad in 1728 and Essay on Man in 1734.



Alexander Pope
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Epic : Its Characteristics

A long narrative poem

Elevated grand style

Great heroes and heroines

The setting is vast in geographical range

Supernatural power
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Mock Epic

A work designed to ridicule attitudes, style or subject
matter by handling either an elevated subject in a trivial
manner or a low subject with mock dignity.

The Rape of the Lock as a mock epic takes the journey to
the underworld: “Repair’d to search the gloomy cave of
spleen/Swifts on his sooty pinions flits the gnome”.

Compares small things with something great.

Renders a trivial subject ridiculous by treating it with the
elaborate.



Structure

Heroic Couplet
Rhymed in every two lines.

[ambic Pentameter
Ten syllablesin each line
Alternate with stressed and unstressed syllables.
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Background of the Augustan Age

This age is bracketed between the rigid scholarship of
the 17th century and scientific/ religious scepticism of
the 19" century.

Society was ruthlessly satirized
Printing press came of age.
The expansion of healthy economy.

The concept of a civilized society where the exotic
ideas were admired.

The pure standards of taste and judgement should
control man’s artistic endeavours.
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Epic Conventions of The Rape of the Lock

Invocation to the Muse

The arming of the hero

Battle Scenes

Catalog of the armies

Supernatural Machinery

Descent into the underworld
Intercession of the gods

Ascension of the dead into the heavens
Grand style and high formal diction



Gnomes and

The Sylphs,

Supernatural Machinery

Salamanders
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The families and the text at a glance

The Fermors and the Petres were the prominent
families.

Fermors had a daughter named Arabella.
Petres had a son called Lord Petre.

Lord Petre cut off a lock of Miss Arabella Fermor’s hair.

John Caryll asked Pope if he could write a poem to heal
the enmity.

Pope refashioned Virgil’s Aeneid or Homer’s Odyssey.

Pope ridiculed the shallowness and arbitrariness of the
upper classes.



Miss Arabella Fermor
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Canto 1

Belinda Awakes from sleeping
Her dream

Belinda prepares for the day’s social activities



elinda’s Bed Chamber




Canto 1 Text

%Mahneand Childmmmul‘d
What tho' mCm&tdoubtingWiumnhe?
The Fairand Innocent shall still believe.
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Canto 2

'he prayer of the Baron

protecting the earrings, C]

I'he journey on the Thames River

I'he sylph’s mission to “tend the Fair” to protect
Belinda- Brillante was in t!

he responsibility of
hrispissa the locks,

Momentilla the watch and

petticoat.

fifty chosen sylphs the






Canto 2

‘Saperior by the Haxd, was Arel placd:
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Canto 3

* The Game of Cards — the ombre

* The Rape of the Lock



 Jaws of Ruin, and

now, (as oft in some distemper'd State)
Ononenim'mckdepmkthe 'ral Fate.
‘AnAce of Hearts steps forth: The King unseen
Lurk'din her Hand, and mourn'd his captive Queen.
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As a Social Satire

Pope, in this epic satirizes

Fashionable ladies

Nature of husbands and wives
Justice and judges

Queen

Friendship

The entire aristocratic society
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